CITY OF FAIRFIELD HOMELESS SERVICES DIVISION 
PROMOTIONS AND RECAPS OF COMMUNITY EVENTS BENEFITTING LOW-INCOME, AT-RISK OF HOMELESSNESS, AND HOMELESS INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
SHARED VIA “THE FAIRFIELD WEEKLY”
February 14, 2023
Homeless Resource Fair (H.O.P.E)
The Fairfield Police Department Homeless Intervention Team’s annual resource event, HOPE (Homeless Outreach Partnership Event), will be on March 1st from 12pm-4pm at Resource Connect Solano located at 1234 Empire Street in Fairfield, CA. This event will benefit low-income individuals, those at risk of homelessness, and currently homeless residents of Fairfield. Individuals will have the opportunity to connect with local resources regarding housing, shelters, employment, food, medical, mental health, veteran’s services, etc. 
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April 27, 2023
Homeless Roundtable Recap 
The homeless roundtable is a collection of local government, law enforcement, non-profits, health agencies, veteran’s services and faith-based groups who get together for a meeting in which we collaborate and learn about ways to help address the unhoused issues in the City of Fairfield. The event recap video can be viewed here. 
78 people in attendance representing 55 different agencies. A short list of agencies that were in attendance is as follows:
· City of Fairfield City Council & Staff (Public Works HEART, Police Homeless Intervention Team, Police Community Action Team, Homeless Services, Transportation)
· Solano County Public Defender’s Office
· Catholic Charities Yolo Solano
· Salvation Army
· City of Vacaville Police Department Community Response Unit
· Berkeley Food and Housing Project
· Kaiser Permanente
· Solano County Sheriff’s Office/Animal Care
· California Medical Facility
· Workforce
· CAL Guard
· Solano County Library/Suisun City Library
· There’s A Better Way
· Solano County Courts
· Solano County HELP Bureau
· Solano County Behavioral Health
· Solano County Office of Education
· City of Vallejo
· Shelter Inc.
· Northbay Medical Center
· Solano Family Justice Center
· Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce
· Partnership Healthplan
· CAP Solano JPA
· Caminar/Resource Connect Solano
· Change And New Beginnings (CANB)
· Fairfield Civic Center Library
· Older and Disabled Adult Services
· Nations Finest
· Social Security Administration
· T Mobile
· Goodwill Industries
· Motel 6 Fairfield
· FSUSD-Family Resource Center
 
A recap of the presentations given at the event is as follows: 
 
Chief Dan Marshall of the Fairfield Police Department expressed his excitement that the homeless roundtable events have returned. He emphasized the importance of internal teamwork and collaboration between the Police Homeless Intervention Team and the City of Fairfield Homeless Services Division, as well as the importance of community teamwork and collaboration between every agency in the room. Chief Marshall also recognized the Police Homeless Intervention Team (HIT), Community Action Team (CAT), and Public Works’ Homeless Engagement and Response Team (HEART) for doing phenomenal work within the city. He spoke to the significance of the positive relationship and information sharing that exists between Fairfield Police the Vacaville Police Community Response Unit (CRU), as well as the Solano County Sheriff’s Office to address the needs and serve the homeless population. Chief conveyed that homelessness is a nationwide problem, further advising that we all must work together and put our resources together to work toward a solution, requiring us to think differently to solve the problem. 
 
The City of Fairfield City Manager, David Gassaway shared that the topic of homelessness is a top priority and number one goal of the City Council. Specifically, reducing homelessness and the impacts of homelessness on the city. He underlined allocating resources appropriately to ensure collaboration and was enthusiastic about the partnership with the Joint Powers Authority (JPA) focusing on a regional approach to addressing homelessness. He shared the City Council’s three primary objectives within the topic of homelessness: 1) adding navigation by converting Shelter Solano to a navigation center, 2) create outreach, 3) add shelter capacity. Item two, creating outreach, David Gassaway mentioned requires building relationships and rapport with the homeless population. A current initiative that will open the door to relationship building and outreach is the City’s plan to implement a Street Medicine Team in conjunction with Solano County Behavioral Health that would employ medical professionals and a case manager through a Request for Proposals process to bring health care to people experiencing unsheltered homelessness. If the city is awarded funds through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) grant, the City will present the initiative to City Council. The City Manager noted that the City is focused on projects that would yield the greatest return on investment and contribute to the Council’s goal of reducing homelessness. He was enthusiastic about the JPA’s strategic plan and looks forward to the great work that the JPA, HIT, HEART, and Homeless Services will do in the future as they are all entities committed to success. 
 
Lieutenant Kelly Rombach of the Fairfield Police Department provided an overview of the Homeless Intervention Team (HIT) & Community Action Team (CAT) focused on identifying trends and employing resources. He shared that in 2022, about 500 calls for service within the Police Department, and about 201 calls for service within the Fire Department were homeless-related. Rombach mentioned that residents are inclined to call law enforcement to express their concerns as the police are the most visible form of government. He touched on the Homeward Bound Program and the inception and history of the program in 2014- further explaining that Chief Marshall and another officer entered a coffee shop, learned an individual’s story, and worked to provide resources and transportation to this individual to be reconnected with their family. Since then, HIT works diligently to reunite people with their families- 22 cases of reunification in 2022! Lieutenant Rombach’s presentation is attached to this email for reference as this recap does not encompass all information he provided. 
 
Next, Renee Parham of the Community Action Partnership Solano Joint Powers Authority (CAP Solano JPA) provided an update on the strategic plan. The first of two sessions were held on April 22nd and the second session was held on April 27th. She shared that the Board was created in September of 2022 focusing on a regional approach to homelessness. She touched on a clear delineation of each committee that makes up the JPA contributing to the success of the whole (image presented attached to this email). The Continuum of Care (CoC) is a collaboration of community partners who conduct an annual gaps analysis, create a 5-year strategic plan, and select the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) Administrator. She highlighted the JPA’s initial goals as 1) Improving System Navigation 2) Increasing Affordable Housing Stock 3) Strengthening Support Systems to Assist Residents in Maintaining Housing 4) Funding goals around Homeless Housing, Assistance and Prevention (HHAP) Funding. These goals will be broken down into 18 different strategies and 36 different activities. The City is grateful for the JPA’s ongoing efforts to address the needs of our most vulnerable population. 
 
Keetra Welling, Programs Manager at Change And New Beginnings (CANB) offered information on the plethora of resources that CANB provides ranging from Housing, Rental Assistance, For Profit Services, Safety Net Services, and Emergency Shelter. She specifically shared information on the Dixon V.E.TS. program, Dixon Habitat for Humanity House, HUD Permanent Supportive Housing Programs, weekly food pantry, mail services, and so much more. Keetra’s presentation is attached for your reference. The City appreciates CANB’s partnership, knowledge, and expertise in serving the homeless. 


May 10, 2023
Homeless Resource Fair (H.O.P.E)
The City’s Homeless Services Division will be supporting the Fairfield Police Department Homeless Intervention Team with their quarterly resource event, H.O.P.E. (Homeless Outreach Partnership Engagement) on Wednesday, June 7th from 10:30am-4:00pm on the Solano County Lawn located at 600 Texas Street in Fairfield, CA. 
This event will benefit low-income individuals, those at risk of homelessness, and currently homeless residents of Fairfield. Individuals will have the opportunity to connect with local resources regarding housing, shelters, employment, food, medical, mental health, veteran’s services, animal services, and more! 
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June 8, 2023
HOPE Event Recap
The Homeless Outreach Partnership Engagement (HOPE) Resource Fair hosted by the Fairfield Police Homeless Intervention Team took place on the County lawn on June 7! The quarterly event is co-sponsored by Solano County and Kaiser Permanente and brings together regional service providers, churches, and non-profits as a one-stop shop for those in need. An estimated 81 individuals experiencing homelessness or at risk of homelessness attended the event to receive more information on resources related to housing and emergency shelter, Medi-Cal, mental health, and family/children services to name a few. Refurbished bikes donated by the California State Prison in Vacaville were also raffled off at the event. 
Thank you to all who attended and played a role in this event! The next HOPE Resource Fair will take place in August 2023. 
The event recap video can be viewed here. 

June 29, 2023
Fairfield Community Services Foundation Annual Backpack and Food Giveaway Event
The Fairfield Community Services Foundation is hosting its annual free backpack and food giveaway event on August 5th from 10 am-12 pm at Bethel Community Church! 
Volunteers are needed to fill the food bags for the event on August 4th at 8:30 am at Bethel Community Church. please contact Sean Quinn of the Fairfield Community Services Foundation at xsquinn@aol.com if interested!
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July 6, 2023
Fairfield Suisun Unified School District Back to School Resource Fair
Each year, the Fairfield- Suisun Unified School District coordinates a free Back to School Resource Fair for 1500+ of our community’s most vulnerable students and families. This event is in partnership with Fairfield Police Department’s Homeless Outreach Partnership Event (H.O.P.E.) and will take place at St. Mark’s Church (1600 Union Ave, Fairfield) on Saturday, August 12th from 10am-1pm. School supplies, food, drinks, and community resources will be provided. 
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July 13, 2023
Homeless Roundtable Recap
Thank you for attending the Homeless Roundtable Event hosted by the Fairfield Police Department! We always look forward to collaboration and dynamic conversations at events of this kind. I have attached the presentation slides from yesterday’s event for reference. 
 
Agencies in attendance were as follows:
· OLE Health
· Medmark
· Solano County Probation
· Catholic Charities Yolo Solano
· SAVV
· NAMI
· City of Vacaville Police Department- Community Response Unit (CRU)
· City of Fairfield City Council
· City of Fairfield Public Works
· City of Fairfield Housing Department/Housing Authority
· Lived Experience Committee
· Haxels Tranquility Place
· Kaiser Permanente
· Solano County Sheriff’s Office
· Workforce
· VA
· Caminar/Resource Connect Solano 
· Solano County Public Health
· California Medical Facility
· Touro 
· Harmony Homes for Healing
· FSUSD Family Resource Center
· City of Vallejo
· Insight Housing
· LSNC
· Solano Family Justice Center
· Partnership Healthplan
· Shelter, Inc.
· Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano
· CANB
· Motel 6
· Solano County Courts 
· St. Vincent De Paul
· Nations Finest
· Fairfield Community Services Foundation
· Opportunity House
· My Friend’s House/VSSC
· STRIVE Room & Board
· City of Rohnert Park
· Solano County Office of Family Violence Prevention
· Solano County Animal Care
· CAL Guard
· ECC
· Child Start, Inc.
· Bright Heart Health
· Your Keepers Care, LLC

September 21, 2023
Beck Avenue Commercial Kitchen Serves First Meal to Shelter Participants
In 2021, Beck Avenue Navigation Center (formerly Shelter Solano) held a groundbreaking ceremony for its new dining hall and kitchen. The project’s construction phase is now complete, and the kitchen has been operationalized. The first meal was served at the beginning of September 2023. 
The new commercial kitchen allows 138 people to gather at a time, resulting in the shelter being able to maximize its impact in serving capacity. The added facility doubles as a training program through which the homeless and low-income residents of Solano County can increase their economic mobility through an envisioned Culinary Arts job skills program, the very foundation of stable housing.
Support was provided by various partners, such as Solano County, Assembly Member Lori Wilson’s Office, the City of Fairfield, the business community, and other non-profits. 
The City is looking forward to observing the benefits of this state-of-the-art kitchen. 
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October 18, 2023
Another Successful Homeless Roundtable Event
61 individuals from 34 different agencies across Solano County came together during the Homeless Roundtable event on October 11th hosted by the Fairfield Police Homeless Intervention Team. The homeless roundtable is a collection of key stakeholders and community partners from local government, law enforcement, non-profits, healthcare agencies, veteran’s services and faith-based groups who collaborate, strategize, and learn about ways to help address the unhoused issues in the City of Fairfield and apply services and resources toward one of our most vulnerable populations. 

November 27, 2023
On Tuesday, November 21st, the Fairfield Clergy Action Network (CAN) hosted another successful annual Thanksgiving meal for those experiencing homelessness or food insecurity. Hundreds of individuals gathered in the Fairfield Community Center to enjoy a meal and fellowship. 
The Fairfield Clergy Action Network is an organization comprised of senior leaders from the entire faith community in the city of Fairfield and serves a critical role in helping the City ensure that the values and priorities of the faith community are represented. 
A variety of items were donated within the CAN community including all Thanksgiving food items and winter weather essentials. The leadership class at Green Valley Middle School partnered with the City of Fairfield Homeless Services Division for the second year and donated a multitude of hygiene items for the event. 
A huge thank you to all who donated and participated! Your willingness and desire to give to our community is appreciated. 
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BayNorth Church of Christ
Calvary Baptist
Pam Bertani, Vice Mayor
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Solano Christian Academy
City of Fairfield City Manager’s Office
Grace Episcopal Church 
Liberty Church
Mission Samoa
Valeria Kiehn


	LOGIC Ministries
The Father’s House
The Love Community
Calvary Chapel Solano
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
TAFB Officers’ Wives
Solano Black Chamber of Commerce
Don Greve



image3.jpeg
FAIRFIELD COMMUNITY SERVICES

FOUNDATION

Building a better community




image4.jpeg
RESOURCE FAIR

SAT, AUGUST 12, 10AM-1PM

ST. MARK'S CHURCH, 1800 UNION AVE; FAIRFIELD, CA 84533
SCHOOL SUPPLIES ® SCHOOL / COMMUNITY RESOURCES
HAIRCUTS » FOOD & DRINKS  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
FAIRFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT BIKE RAFFLE
PRE K-12TH GRADE FSUSD STUDENTS ONLY. STUDENT UST BE PRESENT.

’ INPARTNERSHIP WITH N‘h e
/ FAIRFIELD PD'S H.0.P.E. & KAISER PERHANENTE PERMANENTE

e T Y/





image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
# KAISER PERMANENTE
HOMELESS « OUTREACH *PARTNERSHIP *ENGAGEMENT

BIKE RAFFLE!
-

A

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7
10:30 -4:00 PM

RESOURCE FAIR

COUNTY LAWN

Outreach Event for Families At Risk of
OR Expes

cing Homelessness. For

 information, call (707) 428 - 7599
or email MDawkins @fairfeld.ca.gov

RESOURCES AVAILABLE

o VAASSISTANCE
< FOOD
MEDI-CAL
CEN SERVICES CAL-FRESH
DREN SERVICES 11y voUCHER
USE SCREEN »

BIKE RAFFLE
EDUCED FEE  peGiSTRATION
D REPLACEMENT = ’

5]

COUNTY LAWN . 600 TEXAS ST, FAIRFIELD CA 94533




