Requirements for Architectural Copper

Solano Stormwater Alliance

Protect water quality during installation, cleaning, treating, and washing!

Copper from Buildings May Harm Aquatic Life

Copper can harm aguatic life in San Francisco Bay. Water that comes
into  contact with architectural copper may contribute to impacts,
especially during installation, cleaning, treating, or washing. Patination
solutions that are used to obtain the desired shade of green or brown
typically contain acids.  After treatment, when the copper is rinsed to
remove these acids, the rinse water is a source of pollutants.
Municipalities prohibit discharges to the storm drain of water used in the
installation, cleaning, treating and washing of architectural copper.

Euilding with copper flashing,
gutter and drathppe.
Use Best Management Practices (EMPs)

The fEIIlEIWir'Ig Best Mar‘uagement Practices (BMF‘S) must be implemented to FIIFEVEr'It pl’Elhil:ZlitElj
discharges to storm drains.

During Instailation

+« |f pDSSiDlE, [JUFEHESE COpper materials that have been pre—patinated at the factuw.

e |f patination is done on-site, implement one ar more of the following BMP s

o Discharge the rinse water to landscaping. Ensure that the
finse water does not flow to the street or storm drain.
Block off storm drain inlet if needed.

o Collect rinse water in a tank and pump to the sanitary
sew er. Contact your local sanitary sewer agency before
discharging to the sanitary sewer.

o Collect the rinse water in a tank and haul off-site for
proper disposal.

» Consider coating the copper materials with an impervious SH - :
coating that prevents further comosion and runoff, This will Storm drain iniet is biocked to prevent
alsn maintain the desired color for a longer time, requiring Profbited discharge. The water must be

less mainten ance. pumped and disposed of properiy,
During Maintenance
Irplement the following BMPS during routing rmaintenance activities, such as power washing the roof,
re-patination or re-application of impervdous coating:
» Block storm drain inlets as needed to prevent runoff from entering storm drains.

o [ischarge the wash water to landscaping or to the sanitary sewer (with permission from the local
sanitary sewer agency’). If this is not an option, haul the wash water off-site for proper disposal.

Protect the Bay/Ocean and yourself!

If wou are responsible for a discharge to the storm drain of non-
stormw ater generated by installing, cleaning, treating or washing
copper architectural features, wou are in violation of the municipal
stormwe ater ordinance and may be subject to a fine.
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